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North Carolina - Feb. 19, 2003

Name/Title: Eric Rodgman

Agency: UNC Highway Safety
Research Center (HSRC)

Phone: 919-962-8709

E-mail:  eric_rodgman@unc.edu

New Jersey - Mar. 12, 2003

Name/Title: Al Tindall

Agency: NJ Div. Of Highway Traffic Safety
Phone: 609-633-9028

E-mail: Iphtind@lps.state.nj.us

Delaware - Feb. 26, 2003

Name/Title: Jana Simpler

Agency: Office of Highway Safety (DPS)
Phone: 302-744-2742

E-mail: jana.simpler@state.de.us

[llinois - Mar. 27, 2003

Name/Title: Brad Alewelt (Chief, Safety Data & Data
Sevices)

Agency: Div. Of Traffic Safety, IDOT

Phone: 217-782-6518

E-mail: aleweltjp@nt.dot.state.il.us
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Greetings ATSIP

| cannot believe how fast this year is disappearing. It seems as if Christmas was
last week but Valentines Day is upon us. Where does the time go? | thought
retirement would help time slow down but it seems to go faster daily. This is
depressing let’s talk transportation safety.

A lot of things are happening. We are still waiting for re-authorization and hopefully it
will be finalized soon. There are high hopes that there will be additional dollars to
help in the transportation safety information area. Preliminary discussions indicate
that money for some of our carry over projects as well as some new projects could
be substantial. Lets hope they are so ATSIP can continue to grow and provide
worthwhile products for its members and the traffic safety
community.

| just spoke to Bob Scopatz about this year's program. Everything
seems to be going well. Bob has 35 of the 39 concurrent sessions |dent|f|ed

with most of the speakers. He will have ticklers coming out soon to finalize some
sessions. If you wanted to present but didn’t get your paper in Bob is still looking for
a few good topics so please contact him. | think this year’s program is going to be a
mile high (Denver-mile high-get it).

After my talk with Bob | have several things that | need to get done so | will close for
now.

Sincerely,

Larry Holestine

TRCCs Champion Safety Issues
Submitted by Denise Dunning, Nevada TRCC Chair...

The Nevada Traffic Records Coordinating held a Traffic Safety Summit which re-
sulted in the following article in the Las Vegas Review Journal:

Traffic Fatalities: Vehicle-related deaths are worst ever for state

Pedestrian, motorcycle accidents push rate up 17.2 percent over 2001 total

By Sean Whaley
REVIEW-JOURNAL CAPITAL BUREAU

CARSON CITY - Two dozen law enforcement and traffic specialists spent Monday
brainstorming how best to reduce motor vehicle accidents after Nevada saw the
worst year ever for highway deaths in 2002.

There were 368 motor vehicle-related deaths in calendar year 2002, an increase of
17.2 percent over 2001 and the most ever reported, according to the state Office of
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Officials from around the state met to review the data and decide which areas of traffic safety to target this year to try February, 2003
to reduce the number of fatalities.

Chuck Abbott, who heads the state traffic safety office, said the top five areas of concern are driver education, data
collection, safety belt use, pedestrian fatalities, and driving under the influence.

About $2 million in grant money will be distributed this year to the various agencies with these concerns given top
consideration, he said.

In Clark County, the number of deaths involving only cars was actually down slightly in 2002 compared to 2001, said
Erin Breen, director of the Safe Community Partnership program at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

But deaths involving pedestrians, motorcycles and bicycles were up, leading to the overall fatality increase, she said.

- S The number of pedestrian deaths in Clark County totaled 45 in 2002, up 36.4 percent over the
The reality is |33 deaths recorded in 2001.

that more than

8o percent of Motorcycle deaths were up 57.1 percent to 22 from the 14 reported in 2001. Bicycle fatalities

Sucﬁfata[ities doubled to six.

l:n recenl Years |pgreen said efforts have been made to improve pedestrian safety, but the is a misconception that
involve local tourists are involved in many of the pedestrian deaths. The reality is that more than 80 percent
residents...” of such fatalities in recent years involve local residents, she said.

“Clark County residents are killing Clark County residents,” Breen said.

One project under way in Southern Nevada is the installation of “countdown” clocks on traffic lights rather than walk-
don’t walk signs, she said. The clocks, which are being installed in several locations show the time available for pe-
destrians to cross a street, have reduced accidents when installed in other cities, Breen said.

Las Vegas police department Detective Bill Redfairn, who put together a statistical report on fatalities | the agency ‘s
jurisdiction in 2002, offered several ideas to reduce crashes and deaths .

One would change Nevada law making the failure to wear a safety belt a “primary” offense, thus allowing law enforce-
ment officers to pull over drivers for failing to buckle up. Current law only allows for enforcement of the seat belt law if
a driver is pulled over for some other infraction, such as speeding.

Increasing the percentage of drivers and passengers wearing seat belts would reduce deaths dramati-
cally, Redfrain said. In the agency’s jurisdiction last year, there were 42 fatalities where safety belts ; \ﬁ
were not worn, he said. Of those, 13 people were thrown from the vehicle and killed. W '

Nevada’s rate of safety belt use is 74.5 percent, just below the national average percent of 75 percent.

But Redfrain said not every idea has to be punitive. He said one way to encourage seat belt use and safe driving
might be to offer a reduction in registration fees for good drivers.

Las Vegas police already use several methods to try to reduce accidents and deaths, including more aggressive en-
forcement at high-risk locations and frequent sobriety checkpoints.




